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Roman occupation of this district; though the discovery of coins of an early date is by no means a sure evidence of the ancient origin of the ruins among which they may be found, as they would undoubtedly remain in circulation, long after the death of the Emperor whose image they bear; and the presence of coins, of a comparatively recent date, scattered over the site of a station, affords an undoubted proof of the later period of the hidden hoard, or the more recent occupation of the ruined town. Still the greater abundance and good preservation of the earlier coins, would incline me to believe that the principal occupation of the station had been at an early period.
" Of the coins found in this district, two seem to be Consular Denarii, which, from long use, have been almost obliterated, and are therefore of uncertain date. and under his reign, in the latter part of the fourth century, that the south of Scotland was again added to Roman Britain, the distinctive appellation of Valentia, in honour of the Emperor, being finally given to it; and it is to this period that some antiquaries are inclined to date the origin of many of our Roman remains, traces of which are still to be found. I need hardly say, that as far as these remains near Newstead are concerned, I differ from my friend, Dr Wilson, who, in his ' Prehistoric Annals of Scotland,' refers to them as probably belonging to this later period. I consider this nearly consecutive list of the earlier coins an additional argument in favour of my previously stated opinion of their much more ancient origin.
" It was not till twenty years after the beginning of the fifth century, that a Roman Legion was seen for the last time in Scotland, attempting by the sword to restore their dominion over the country ; and, as the troubles of the Empire continued to increase, Valentia was finally abandoned to its native population, the Roman forces being withdrawn, and the colonists recommended to remove to the more thoroughly conquered province to the south of the well-inown ramparts of Hadrian and Severus's Wall.
" Of these later coins the following may be noted, as in best preservation :-" "VicToniNus. 
